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Case Studies:  Sustainable Certification Programs

Virginia Green
Voluntary certification program to reduce environmental impact of ±!Ωǎ 
tourism industry. Coordinated by VA Department of Environment, VA Tourism 
Corporation, and VA Hospitality and Travel Association. 
Goal: Reduce environmental impacts of tourism industry, increase 
environmental awareness of the industry and its customers, make the tourism 
industry more profitable through the use of green practices. 
Benefits to members:  Listed on VA Green website and searchable through VA 
is for Lovers, VA Green Certificate for display, use of VA Green logo, VA Green 
profile of facility, increase patronage by environmental groups and 
environmentally-aware customers , save $$$ through cost savings measures. 
Results!  Assuming these facilities achieve similar results, 100 Virginia Green 
Lodging facilities should achieve annually:  15 million gallons of reduced water 
consumption, 100 million lbs. of reduced CO2 emissions, 3500 tons of reduced 
solid waste generation.                                     http://www.virginia.org/green/

Florida Dept. of Environmental 
Protection 

Voluntary, non-ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
and citizens in protecting the environment.
Coordinated by the Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection. 
Sustainable Initiatives include:  The Clean Marina Program, the 
Florida Green Lodging Program and the Florida Pollution 
Prevention Program. 
Benefits to members: on-site assessments, consultations, 
speakers and workshops, all at no cost to citizens or 
organizations. 
Goal:  Meet the needs of the present population without 
compromising resources for future generations. 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/green/travel.htm
www.tnsustainabletourism.com

http://www.virginia.org/green/
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/green/travel.htm
http://www.tnsustainabletourism.com/


Case Studies:  Sustainable Destinations

Townsend, TN
Designated as a Preserve America Community.

Blount County is the ƻƴƭȅ άŎƻǳƴǘȅέ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
given this designation. 

Destination website offers visitors low impact vacations.

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ Ǌŀƴƪǎ Ір ƛƴ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ άƭƻǿ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 
ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ

Goal: Establish a sustainable tourism program focused on 
.ƭƻǳƴǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ

http://www.smokymountains.org/attractions/low-impact-vacation.html

Travel Green Gatlinburg
Voluntaryprogram recognizing member businesses committed to 
continuously improving their operations in order to reduce their 
environmental impact. 
Coordinated by the Gatlinburg Chamber of Commerce. 
Program is the product of a group of concerned business owners and 
citizens of the City of Gatlinburg who are dedicated to keeping 
Gatlinburg a Great Place to Live, Work and Visit. 
Goal:  Assist members to evaluate their operations, set goals, and take 
specific actions towards environmental, social, and economic 
sustainability. 
Benefits:  Participants receive a decal to display  to let visitors know that 
they are taking steps to make Gatlinburg more environmentally friendly, 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ άDŀǘƭƛƴōǳǊƎ DƻŜǎ DǊŜŜƴέ ƛŎƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
gatlinburg.com, provided with information regarding environmentally 
friendly products to use in their place of business which should be more 
economically feasible than over the counter products.                      

Http://www.gatlinburg.com/gatlinburggoesgreen/www.tnsustainabletourism.com
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